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DEFINITIONS. 


4 | | L = 
HE Power of ORDIN ATION is that Right Calvin. Inſlir. 
which the Governours of the CHURCH have _ 4. Cap. 4 
to ſeparate Perſoris whom they find ' duely Qua- = = This 
e conſt- 
lified, unto the Holy Miniſtry of the Goſpel. dered,thaton- 
ly che Paſtors, 

and not the whole multitude laid on ares on "ROD ROY ar Ordinations. 


Il. 
The. power of : Fur: /diftzon. is that, Riche. ada the Calvin. Tiras 
Governours of the Church have to'imake Canons which on [verſe 5. 
are wanting, or to Execute thoſe WESOY made, for the We learn in- 


- deed from this 
Regulation of Church-Members,” :; lace, rhae 


there was no ſuch Equality ;among the Miniſters of 'the Cm buc that ſome, 
One was pre: -emineht | in Authority and Council, 


| HL. 

The Preſident Biſhop, is he, who' from bis (a) Calla 
Pre-eminence to other Miniſters,is- inveſted with a fix- 2 Tim chad. 3. 
ed Power of (-) Ordination, Regulated by Canons, and verſe 5. Paul 
of {b) Juriſdiction, ballanced:/by aſlſting Miniſters himſelf de- 


_clares, Thathe 
alone, and no other Miniſters with him, laid on hands on Timithy, (6) Catuin. Inft. 
lth. 4. cap. 4. ſet. 2. Whatever parts the Conſul had in the Senate, the ſame Office 
did the Biſhop always'ſuſtaini1n-the MeFring of Presbvrers. 


[9 IV. 
The Angel of any - Church Repreſentative, is the Beza,Rev.2. 
Bikes preſiding over the other: Miniſters, within the chap.1.& v.24. 


Reſpective Dioceſs, Province, or Patriarchate, To the Angel, 
that is, Tothe 


Preſider, as whom it behoveth, eſpecially to be admoniſhed, rouching thoſe mat- 
rers; and by him borh the reſt of , his te]low-Collegues, | ang the whole Church 
likewiſe, verſ. 24, But unto you, that 15, unto you the Angel the Prefidenr, and the 
Afſembly of your Collegues, and to the Reit, that 1s, ro the whole Fibck. 
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POSTULATUMS. 


Calvin, Hat the 70 Diſciples (from among whom atthias - 
Zuke 10. chap, | was called, to be ordained one of the 12 Apo- 
be werl. 1 6, ſtles) were Perſons inholy Orders in-the Miniſtry, 
poſtles had returned to Chriſt, he ſent out more ſecondary Preachers : And this 1s 
the great commendation of the ourward Miniſtry ; That CHRIST Declares, char 
whatſoever honour is givento his Faithful Preachers, is given to Himſelf, 


II. 


Calvin, 1 Tim. That(b)Timothy in the Church of Epheſus,and(a)Titaus 
1.chap, 138.v. jn the Church of Crete, were ,pre-eminent to other 


a) Timothy "Wer" - : | inati 
4 : = os, Miniſters, inveſted with a fixed Power of Ordination, 


the common and Juriſdiction, regulated by Canons, and ballanced 
Miniſtry, bur by aſliſting Miniſters. 

one next to | 

the Apoſtles, who in the frequent abſence of Paul, was in his place, Tir. 1. 5. Beſide 
the ordinaryOfficeof Paſtors, Titus had this charge, thar he ſhould conſticure a certain 
Form ofChurch policie andDiſcipline;& likewiſe ordain Miniſters over theChucches, 


Il]. 


Calvin. Inſt. That for the avoiding of Schiſm, the Primitive 


lib. 4. cap. 4+ : 
4 rg Church retained the Government of one ſingle perſon, 


ters out. of Pre-eminent unto other Miniſters. 

their number 

ia all che Cities, choſe one, ro whom eſpecially they gave the Title of Biſhop leſt 
from a Parity, as uſerh to be, Diviſions might arife, Ferom lays, at Alexandris 
from Mark the Evangelift to Heracles and Dioayſins, Presbyrers always placed one 
in a pre-eminent degree, whom thiey called a Biſhop, 


IV. 
Beza, Revo That the 7 Angels of the 7 Churches, written unto, 


why dog in the Book of Revelation, are incouraged againſt all 


is he whoſhal] © devices'of the ungodly, upon condition of their 
faithfully per- Continuing faithful in their Adminiſtrations. 

form chework | i 

laid uponhim ; for he beſpeaks the _— of Paſtors in the perſon of the Prefi- 
dent, to whom he ptomilſeth Viory againſt all the wicked, it he rely and cruſt in 
the Authority and Power of that true and only head of the Church, 


AXJOMS 


{ tv 


them. 


C93 
AXIOMS. 


I. 
 _ Call of any Misiſter already ordain- Calvin, 
"8 ed,+is froman Office. of an inferiour, to that 7" 3. 13> 
ofa Superior Station.”- oe Earn” ani 
: | cr.two Certy- 
ricsafter the dearh of the  poſtles, it was the conſtant cuſtom that from, the Order 
of Deacons, the Presbyters were choſen, therefore commonly they have exponed 
this place, of the Advancement ro 2 Supericc degree. | 
%. Wa | 

The Pre-eminence in any Office, includes a propor- Fee Pefivi- 

tioned Juriſdiction, over the Officers who ar: under 100 1]. & JI. 


IT. 
The Divine Right is manifeſt, in that Eccleſiaſtical |, ©#u: Inf. 
lik4 cap. 6. 


Government which was inſtituted by Chriſt,continued ſe. 1, W 
by his Apoſtles, retained in the Primitive Church, and have not be. 
approved from Heaven by Revelation ; in ſubſeryi- fore touched 


ency to any end, wherein the well-being of Chriſtia+ upon che pri- 
| macy of the 


nity is concerned. : 

; . . ; oman See ; 
whence the Papiſts ſtrive to prove that che Catholick Church is only with them : 
becauſe ic hath not taken its Original from CHRISTS inſtitution, nor the cuſtom 
of the Ancient Church, as the other Offices haye done, (viz. Biſh, Presb, & Dea+ 
cons, cap. 4. Jjeft. 1.) mentioned already, ' 


IV. 
The want of that Government in the Church, Catun. inf. 


which is of Divine Right, is pernicious to the Goſpel, Fr + IS 


-and to the Chriſtian Religioo. ther the light, 


and hear of the Sun,Meat or Prink are ſonouriſhing and ſuſtaining this preſent Life, 
as the Apoſtolickand Miniſterial Office, for preſerving of a Church upon Earth, 


PROPOSITION I. 
The twelve Apoſtles were Preſident Biſhops over the 50 Diſciples, 
Demonſtration. | | 
HE Preſident 1 Biſhop is he, who being Pre-eminent to other Mi- 
* mſters, is inveſted with a fixed Power of Orasnation, Regulated by 
| | | Canons, 


7; 


[SI ME | 
Canons, and of JuriſdiFion,ballanged by ENftine Miniſters 3 (by Definition 
Til.) But zn reſpect tothe 70 Diſciples, who were all in the holy Miniſtry, 
(by Poſtulatum I.) and from among whom Matthias was called to b? of the 
12. (by Poſtulatum I.) The ſacred College of the Apoſtles had a fixed Pre- 
eminence (by Axiqm 1,) inveſted with the power of 'Ordination regulated by 
Canons;(by Poitulatum l. ard Definitionl.) Azd of Furiſditt;on ballan- 
ced by Aſſiſting Miniſters ;) by Axiom I.) Therefore the 12 Apoſtles were 
Preſident Biſhops over the 70 Diſciples, which was the thing to be Demon- 
ſtrated. | 


PROPOSITION IL. 
Timothy ws a Preſedent Biſhop vver the Church: of : the Epheſians ; ard 
| Titus over the. Church of the Cretians. 
Demonſtration, br 
Thefe are Preſident Biſhops who are : Pre-eminent to other Mini- 
fters, inveſied with a, fixed power of Ordination, Regulated by Canons , 
and of Furi/diction, balanced by aſſiſting Miniſters (by Definition III.) Buy 
Timothy #2 the Church, of Epheſus, and Titus in the Church of Crete,from 
their Offices had a pre-emunence over other JAniſtcrs, inveſted with a fixed 
power of Ordination and Furiſdittion, Regulated by Canons, and Ballanced 
by aſſiſting Miniſters; (by Poſtulatum 11.) Therefore Timothy was a preſs- 
dent Biſhop over the Church of the Epheſians, and Titus over the Church 
of th? Cretians. Which was to be Demonſtrated. ns | 
87 id PROPOSITION Il. 
The Fathers of the Primutsve Church were Preſident Biſhops. 
Demonſtration. 

. The Primitive Church retained the Government off one ſingle, perſon, pre- 
emmexr wo othir. Minifters (by Poſtulatum 111.) But the pre-emi- 
nence tn avy Office mcludes a proportioned Furiſdittion over the Officers who 
are under them ;, (by Axiom II.) And the power of Furiſdiftion, is fixed in 
the preſident B:jkop,(by Definition III.) Therefore the Fathers of the Prims- 
tive Church were prefident” Biſhops.” Which was tobe Demonſtrated, © 

| 1 WYOITI2z0GO f 
14251, AR ROQPOSITION AV, >: 
The Preſidcir Epiſcopacy 5s approved by Chriſt in the Book of the 
5 7. , Revelation; YN ei 
3 4500% $76) 
Demonſtration. 
Tre 7 Anjels of the 7 C Purches written unto by St, John, in the Books 


4 of 


FF. .- I 
of the Revelation, are sncouraged againſt all the devices of the ungodly 
pon condition of thety continuing faithful in their Adminiſtrations;(by Po+ 
ſtulatum1V.) But theſe Angels were preſident Biſhops over other Miniſters 
within their reſpetive Chnrches;(by Definition IV.) Therefore the preſident 
Epifcopacy is approved by Chriſt, in the Bock of the Revelation. Which 
was to be Demonſtrated, 


COROLLARY I. 
[he Preſident Epiſcopacy is of Divine Right. 


Demonſtration. 
* The Dinine Right is manifeſt, in that Eccleſiaſtical Government which ts 
inſtituted by C HRIST, and continued by his Apoſtles, retained in the Pri- 
mitive Church, and approved by CHRIST, by a Revelation from Heaven, 
for ſubſervizncy to any end, wherein the well-being of Chriſtiamty 1s 
concerneds;(by Axiom 111.) But the Preſident Epiſcopacy was inſtituted by 
C HRIST';, (by Propofition I.) Continued by His Apoſtles 3 (by Propoti- 
tion 11.) Retained in the Primitive Church ;, (by Propoſition III.) Ard: 
approved by C HRIST, by a Revelation frow Heaven; (by Propoſition LV.) 
For avoiding of Schiſm wherein the: well-being of Chriſtianity is con- 
cerned (by Poſtulatum 711.) Therefore the Preſident Dorf a is of Di- 
vine Right, Which was to be demonſtrated. 


COROLLARY Il. | 
The wart of the Preſident Epiſcopacy is prejudicial to the Chriſtian 


Church. 
Demonſtration: 


The want of that Government in the Church, which is of Divine Right gs 
pernicious to the Chriſtian Religion; (by Axiom 1Y. ) But the Preſident 
Epiſcopacy, ts that Government in the Church which is of Divine Right \, (by 
the preceeding Corollarie,)) Therefore the want of rhe Preſident Epiſcopacy 
5s prejudicial to the Chriſtian Church, Which was to be demonſtrated. 
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LETTER 
2 TOA bl 
Reverend Miniſter 


OSPEL 
| 2 Wo: 7 MY 1 / 5 


OF. THE 


' Presbyterian Perſwafion. 


REVEREND SIR, 


XK X FHEN in the dofirinal Truths of the: Refor- 
| med Religion, and in the ſubſtantial . parts 

of Divine Worſhip, all ſober Prete/tants of 

Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Perſwaſion, are 
firmly united together ; .our .fad Diviſions. about ..Eccleſia» 
ſlical Government (which as”: many-years miſchief'd 
us 


SL» 

us) are certainly inconſiſtent with the Goſpel of peace and 
love, ſubſervient to Popery which would ſwallow us up 
quick, and ſcandalous to all thinking Men. Let me there- 
fore conjure you by the bleeding Wounds of our Zoly 
Mother who received us*by one Baptiſm, unto the profeſſi- 
on of ove Lord, and one Faith, that when the Epiſcopal 
Clergy are of ſo reconciling inclinations, you neglect not 
this opportunity of ſhewing your abhorrence of wilful ſe- 
paration. And that my fervent perſuance after Peace, may 
have the honour to contribute in any way for ſo happy 
an accommodation among Chriſtian Brethren; ſuffer me 
in all that tender Compaſſion that becometh a Miniſter 
of Salvation by a dying Saviour, to put you in remem- 
brance of theſe three Matters of Fact. 1/7. That the Re- 
preſentative Church of Scotlazd, never confeſt any Divine 
Right in Presbytery, 2ly. That the Solemn League never 
ajbur'd the prefident Biſhop regulated by Canons, and bal- 
lanced by aflifting Miiſters. 34ly. That tlie Reverend Mi- 
niſters in England, for providing againſt violation of that 
Covenant, petitioned for ſuch an Epiſcopacy as is liker to 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment, than any other ſeen by the 
Chriſtian World theſe thouſand years. 

1/t. The repreſentative Church of Scotland, never con- 
feſt any Divine Right in Presbytery. Since the Blefſed Refor- 
mation ; we have but two of her Confeſſions, the firſt where- 
of in XK, F. T. his Reign, avoweth in its 19 Ac about the 
Notes of Holy Church, that that Ecclefraſtical Diſcipline is 
rightly adminiftred' as God's Word preſcribes, .whereby Fice 
is repreſſed and Virtue nouriſhed. And leſt 'it ſhould be 
imagined that Presbytery can only. afford ſuch a; Di/etþline; 
in the 2x Act it avoweth, that no' Polity can be appointed 
" for all Ages, times, and places. And: after all, Qhurch 'Gv- 
vernment is thus left - to be of ZZuman Inſtitution; the Gi- 

vil 


(.2u# 3 


-vil Magiſtrate is confeſt in the 25 Article, to have the Su- 
 Pream Power to ſettle it. Then for the other Confeſſion 
made at Weſtminſter, by being voiced unto by the Com- 
- miſſioters which were ſent from this place, and afterwards 
approved by the general Aſſembly here, it's adopted un- 
to the National Church of Stlavd: And it's well enough 
known, that the 25th. Ch. thereof aſſerts the Supream 
Civil Magiſtrate his power of Eſtabliſhing the external Po- 
lity of the Church: Yea, and the General! A4ſemlly here in 
the 4 of Approbation of that Confeſſion, for all its pro- 
teſtation that - the 3x ch. concerning Synods and Coun- 
els, ſhould not encroach upon the intrinſick Power of 
| the Church, takes no notice if the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment hath a Divine Inſtitution. 6 
2ly. The Soelmn League did not abjure the Prefident Bi- 
ſhop, regulated by Canons, and ballanced by Aſſiittant Pref 
| byters. For ſince the General Aſſembly here in Scotland, 
by her Acts acknowledgeth, that the Solemn Leagre ſtrikes 
againſt the ſame Epiſcopacy, againſt which the National 
Covenant was levelled; then doubtleſs the ſingle judgment 
of the Royal Martyr, (the beſt Proteſtant and Catuiſt of 
his time) about the Senſe of the National Covenant, muſt 
_ weigh down the Opinion of all the diffuſive Church of 
Brittain, in this Queſtion ; and the World knows that his 
Princely defire of a Regulation, always hated the De/tru- 
fion of Epiſcopacy. Then for the Church Repreſentative 
of both Kingdoms, - neither the Synod of W:/tminſter in 
| her Directory for Church Government, nor the Genera! 
Aſſembly here convened, in her AC of Approbation of that 
DireQory, do any thing in condemnation of a preſidentBiſhop. 
But, 3d/y, The Reverend Miniſters of the Presbyterian 
Perſwaſion in Ezgland, petitioned 447. 1661, the late” King 


Charles the II. for ſuch an Epiſcopacy, as is liker our = 
Te ent 


